
Sands School COVID Risk Assessment - September 2021 RA101 V1
This is a live document and it must be continuously reviewed alongside the latest Covid-19 government guidance. It
must also be read alongside existing risk assessments and health and safety arrangements for the school.

08.09.2021

This Risk Assessment is based on the guidance for schools under normal levels of COVID. Appendix 4 sets out the school’s Contingency
Plans where certain control measures will be re-introduced when there are either a high incidence of COVID cases in the local area or there
are more than minimal numbers of confirmed cases in the school. The school will follow advice from PHE / NHS Test and Trace if and when we
encounter a possible outbreak in the school. For the local area incidence we will follow the Guidance of Devon County Council Local Education
Authority.

The government’s overarching objective is to maximise the number of children and young people in face-to face education or childcare and
minimise any disruption, in a way that best manages the COVID-19 risk.

At the start of the Autumn Term Devon has Enhanced Response Area Status and the instruction to schools is to re-introduce the
wearing of face coverings by staff and students in communal areas and on school transport. These measures are part of our Level 1
Contingency Plan. This will be reviewed after two weeks.

This version of the new RIsk Assessment and Contingency Plans is a draft subject to consultation with students and staff and ratification by the
School Meeting.
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https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/back-to-school/
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Establishment/Department: Establishment Risk
Assessment

RA100 V7

Address:
Sands School
48 East Street
Ashburton
TQ13 7AX

Person(s)/Group at Risk
Staff, Pupils, Visitors and Contractors

Date assessment completed:

This document is to remain under
constant review due to the
fast-changing nature of DfE /
Government guidance in response to
the challenges posed by Covid-19.

Return to school risk assessment – based on the principles and guidance contained within DfE
Schools coronavirus operational guidance 26th of August 2021 It is a legal requirement that
schools should revisit and update their risk assessments (building on the learning to date and
the practices they have already developed), to consider the additional risks and control
measures to enable a return to full capacity.

Assessor(s):
Nathan Gribble
Donald Barr
(Plus subject teachers)

The operational guidance for schools has changed significantly:
Social distancing and bubbles are no longer recommended or required and the wearing of face coverings should only be re-introduced as
a contingency measure.
The focus is now on the following four areas:

1. Asymptomatic Testing
2. Ventialation
3. Personal hygiene
4. CLeaning
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Significant Hazard Section
Control measures in place
Additional measures or actions not included in this column below
should be put in the assessor’s recommendations at the end of this
document

Risk
level
old

Risk
level
new

Nov
202
0

Optional:  School’s 
Names in Blue deno

Asymptomatic COVID testing

1. False sense of security Made clear in all communications that the risk of COVID infection in the school
will remain present and that precautions must be adhered to.

2. Maintaining participation Participating Staff and Students will be resupplied with the current version of
the LFT kits as needed. Email reminders will be sent out to all families twice a
week.
Everyone will be reminded as appropriate that a high level of testing provides
valuable reassurance to vulnerable and anxious members of the school
community and enables a wider participation in normal school life.

3. Monitoring Data will be collected on the level of testing in the school

4. Positive test result - potential
in-school transmission

The first round of in school testing will take place before the start of term to
minimise the risk of transmission within the community.
In the event of a positive case being identified through voluntary asymptomatic
testing, on site or at home, we will follow the guidance of Test & Trace in
respect of who should isolate or take a PCR test as a close contact.
The management of any positive cases will be dealt with on a case by case
basis but the expectation is that anyone at an increased risk will be informed, if
not the whole school community. However, the school will not share the identity
of the person testing positive without their express consent (and their parents
consent if under 16).

Section A
Social distancing and reducing risk
of transmission
Social distancing and bubble are no longer part of the DfE Schools operational guidance. However proximity and large
groups clearly remain a COVID risk. So the following section is largely downgraded of avoiding unnecessary risks in
the normal operation of the school. Items in bold however remain in force as active COVID measures
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1. Entrance and egress to school site
causing large groups of people
inside school grounds compromising
social distancing.

Because of the small size of the school, there is no need for staggered start
times. However, Parents who drop their children at the school rather than them
traveling by school transport have been asked to avoid dropping off between
9:15 and 9:30 which is when the school mini buses arrive

Pupils must be instructed to wash their hands, on arrival.
X Office staff

2. Parents gathering at school gate
not social distancing

There are not a large number of parents which do this, so we do not expect
this to be an issue, but will keep an eye on it

X All Staff

3. Overcrowding in classrooms and
corridors.

Because of the size and nature of the school we have decided to consider the
whole school (approx 80 people) as one bubble.

X Classroom Teachers

No class is more than 15 students and each classroom is set up to manage
that number

X

Desks are forward facing and spaced as far apart as possible and arranged so
that face-to-face seating is avoided.

X

Where appropriate some furniture has been removed from classes. In most
cases, this has been sofas and large tables, which have been replaced by
small individual desks.

X

Weather permitting, socially distanced outdoor Meetings will be held.
When this is not possible alternative arrangements will be made to avoid
having too many people in a confined space.

X

Appendix 1 has a breakdown of each individual classroom set-up

4. Groups mixing during breaks and
lunchtime compromising social
distancing.

Outdoor space for lunch eating is encouraged X All Staff and Students
Indoor tables all face away from each other. X
The lunch queue is out onto the patio and has been marked with socially
distant floor markers. During lunch times there is also a one way system
to avoid a bottle neck.

X

We have put up a cover over the whole patio.
People must clean their hands before lunch ?

6. Spread of virus due to increased
numbers of people within the
building.

All visitors and parents will have to follow restricted access to the school. The
presumption will be against groups of visitors.

X Office Staff

Section B
Premises related matters
8. First Aid procedures First aiders will use PPE as appropriate while dealing with a sickness or

injury. This is Gloves, disposable apron, face shield and face mask
X Bridget

4



The first aid room has been moved to the room outside Bridget’s classroom.
This is to make it more isolated from the rest of the school.

X

If there is a suspected case in the school we will use the procedure as outlined
in Appendix 2

X

10. Water hygiene – management of
legionella

After consideration there is no change to our water hygiene management X

12. Management of premises related
risks e.g. asbestos, delayed statutory
testing (LOLER)

We do not believe there is going to be a need to delay any statutory testing or
maintenance plans.

X

13. Ventilation to reduce spread Window and doors will be kept open. X All Staff

Fire doors will be kept open using alarm sensitive closers, which will
shut in the event of a fire alarm
Rooms without windows that can open both bottom and top, will also
have a fan to ensure air circulation

x

All of the teaching rooms have air purifiers which will be run throughout
the school day. With the purifiers running a flow of outside fresh air still
needs to be maintained but at a reduced level. Rooms should be
thoroughly ventilated in between classes.

14. Management of waste Bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day. X All Staff and Students

15. Management of incoming goods As the school gates will be closed during the day, incoming delivery drivers will
need to ring the street door bell and will be met at the door by office staff.

X Office Staff

16. School owned outdoor play
equipment and play areas.

Sports and outdoor games will be managed to reduce any personal contact
and close proximity

X All staff and students

Sports equipment will be cleaned after use, or stored away until the next
week’s sports session

X

The climbing wall will work like a classroom, but with the added expectation
that people will use hand sanitizer between each time they put the hands on
climbing holds. As per current guidance students must wear masks in there,
unless exempt.

X

Section C
Cleaning and reducing
contamination
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17. Contaminated surfaces
spreading virus.

Tables and chairs will be cleaned at the end of each class. This will be done by
the students and teacher.
This includes antibacterial spray and whipping of each table and chair used.

? All Staff and Students

Lessons will finish 5 minutes early to allow for this. ?

After cleaning staff and students should wash their hands. ?

Classroom based resources such as art and science equipment will be
cleaned frequently and meticulously and always between classes and rotated
to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72
hours for plastics)

X

Follow government guidance for safe working in education and childcare if
someone becomes ill with suspected COVID-19 at the setting. Follow guidance
on Cleaning and decontamination of non-health care settings.

X

18. Shared resources and equipment
increasing spread

To Prevent the sharing of stationery and other equipment all students are
required to bring their own pencil case and not share.  Where a student does
not have the correct equipment, a member of staff may give it to them from
supplies ,but this is now theirs to keep and not returned.

X Teaching Staff

The photocopier should be cleaned regularly by the office staff. Office Staff

Staff should disinfect their hands both before and after use of the photocopier.

21. Cleaning staff and hygiene
contractor's capacity - providing
additional requirements

Useful work has been changed to focus on decontamination X Jasper

There is a lunch time useful work which does decontamination X Jasper

An external cleaner  to carry out after school cleaning to augment useful work
where necessary

X Isla Farr

An external cleaner to carry out weekly deep clean X Isla Farr

22. Sufficient handwashing facilities
for staff and pupils

Two additional outdoor sinks will be provided for Hand washing X Ellie
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Outside every classroom is a hand sanitizer dispenser X

23. Additional time for staff and
pupils to carry out handwashing

All students and staff are required to use the hand sanitizer when they enter a
class room

? Nathan

Frequent hand cleaning as part of normal routine. Stagger regular access to
handwashing facilities through the day. Build routines into behavior
expectations and school culture.

?

24. Handwashing practice with
children

Notices explaining good handwashing practice are in each toilet. X All Staff and Students

The guidance was explained to every student on the first day of term and will
be reinforced when necessary.

X

25. Good respiratory hygiene We promote ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ and ensure that enough tissues and bins are
available.

X All Staff

26. Sufficient supplies of soap and
cleaning products

Alison monitors soap, hand sanitizer and cleaning kits in each room.  She
replenishes them when necessary

X Ellie

27.Toilets being overcrowded It is unlikely that this will become an issue, but it is considered in our procedure
to using toilets. Appendix 1

X

Section D
Staff related issues
28. Staff measures to reduce contact
and transmission

Staff will avoid unnecessary close contact with each other and with students
where possible

X All Staff

All staff are expected to be able to safely work in school, including those who
are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable. Additional measure for staff who are CEV
will be agreed on a case by case basis in accordance with government
guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protect
ing-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

X

29. Managing visitors, contractors
and other temporary visiting staff.

Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support staff for pupils with SEND
should provide interventions as usual.

X Office Staff

The school will consider carefully if visits need to happen during school hours.
Visits which will need to be in school time include Prospective parents, parents
for staff consultation and SEND provision

X

30. Insufficient staff capacity to deal
with increased numbers of pupils -
Shortage of teachers to maintain
staff to pupil ratios

We do not feel that it is likely that our staff: student ratio is likely to ever be
unfeasible. However it is possible that enough staff would go off ill for the
school to not run smoothly. Should this occur we will consider temporary return
to remote learning.

X
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Teachers will maintain their Google Classrooms so that any necessary
transition to remote learning can be done without minimum delay
The part time staff have been asked whether they have a flexibility to increase
their hours if needed and a number of both TA’s and teacher staff can do that if
needed.
Additional staff have been employed on temporary contracts to increase the
school’s capacity to manage COVID related disruption.

X

31. Anxiety levels of staff and
community causing breakdown in
staffing ratios, compromising group
sizes.

We will endeavor to keep up a supportive dialogue with all staff to help with
this highly anxious making times.

X Nathan

All staff have been asked to fill in a short form to describe any health issues
they or their family may have which makes them vulnerable.  It also asks for
other anxieties and what would help or hinder that member of staff’s anxiety.

X

Checking on staff concerns has been added to the staff meeting Agenda for
each week.

X

As Acting HR Huw has had informal conversations with all staff about their
concerns and we have tried to make allowances to support each individual’s
personal circumstance.

X

If any member of staff feels unable to return to school either temporarily or
longer term, the school will endeavor to arrange things so they can work
remotely. In the case of teachers this will only be possible if the remote
teaching can be delivered without a loss of quality and without additional
staffing.

X

32. Staff understanding of new
changes – safe practice at work & in
classroom. Teaching in a safe
environment

Staff have developed the COVID safe working practices at Sands over the
period of the pandemic. These are reviewed and updated to reflect the current
guidance and the local and national COVID situation. New staff will be shown
the current practice and procedures.

X All Staff

Copies of the informal risk assessment have been sent to all start, as have any
updates, clarifications or amendments

X

The original  risk assessment has been ratified by the governors.  This latest
international will be sent out in draft form for further ratification by the
governors.

X

34. Conditions for use of fluid
resistant face mask and other
equipment when dealing with a
symptomatic child are clear and
understood by staff.

If a child, young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of
coronavirus while in their setting and needs direct personal care until they can
return home a face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance
of 2 meters cannot be maintained.
If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then gloves, an apron
and a face mask should be worn by the supervising adult. If a risk assessment
determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example from

X Bridget/Nathan/Ellie
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coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn
Ensuring that fluid resistant face masks are available for all schools and that a
supply is maintained.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcar
e-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-
social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe

39. Dealing with suspected and
confirmed case/ cases and outbreak. See also Appendix 2

X Donald

40. Dealing with suspected and
confirmed cases outside of term time

The school no longer has any responsibility for Track & Trace however we will
endeavour to communicate information between staff and parents where
appropriate and useful.

X Donald, Nathan,
Bridget

Section E
Pupil related issues
41. Vulnerable groups who are
clinically, extremely vulnerable.

We have two students who have remained as a separate bubble within school.
This level of segregation will be relaxed however the common room will
continue to be used as a COVID safe space.

X Ceri/Nathan

All students, including CEV, are expected to be in school. While some may
choose to limit their attendance we are not undertaking to provide remote
learning but will support as time and resources permit.

X

42. Children with EHCP and pupils
who attend dual settings

risk assessments for all EHCP and vulnerable students have been done and
appropriate measures put in place (see above)

X Ceri/Nathan

43. Pupils unable to follow guidance We do not believe any of our students are unable to follow our guidance.
However, we will remain vigilant to people not complying

? All Staff and Students

Both students and staff need the social distancing rules regularly enforced.
This will include such things as Covid games, social distancing alerts.

?

44. Pupils equipment Students are asked to limit the amount of equipment they bring into school
each day to essentials

X Teaching Staff

For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as pencils and pens,
staff and pupils must have their own items that are not shared.

X

9

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe


45. Member of the school becoming
unwell with COVID-19

See appendix 2 X Donald

Section F
Transport
46. Travel to school and provision of
safe school transport:

The school bus will run as normal with the following restrictions: X Bus drivers
(Nathan, Martin and B
Anyone taking a schooDrivers and passengers must wear mask on the school buses X

Passengers must not share a double seat and spread out as much as possible
in the bus. This reduces the maximum number on each bus – 10 in the big bus
and 8 in the small bus.

X

For now we have not assigned seat for the bus runs, but we will consider this if
the threat level increases

X

Section G
Curriculum considerations
47. Planned return to normal
curriculum in all subjects by Summer
Term 2021

We have not had to change the curriculum, but teachers are aware of the
reduced curriculum content for some subjects for the summer 2021 GCSEs.

X

48. Suspension of some subjects for
some pupils in exceptional
circumstances.

We have not had to suspend any subjects but with some of our teaching staff
still shielding we have had to devise way for them to teach remotely.

X

49. Music activities Use of wind instruments, is not allowed save for personal instruments. X Tom/Martin/Archie
See also particular consideration for the use of the music room X

50. Physical activity in schools Sports and outdoor games will be managed to reduce any personal contact
and close proximity

X Teaching Staff

Sports equipment will be cleaned after use, or stored away until the next
week’s sports session

X

The climbing wall will work like a classroom, but with the added expectation
that people will use hand sanitizer between each time the put their hands on
climbing holds.

?

51. Educational visits All educational visits should be planned and risk assessed following the usual
school procedures and taking into consideration the Covid-19 DfE travel
guidance for educational settings For additional information check with
EVOLVE guidance on website.

X The teacher organising

52. Groups of children mixing
resulting in risk of more widespread
transmission

Because of the size of the school we have considered the whole school to be
one bubble.

X All Staff and students
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Where possible we will consider smaller sections of the school when enabling
Track and Trace. However, we accept that in most cases this will not be
possible and the consequence of a case of Corona in school may effect all of
us. See appendix 2

X

Whole school activities will be avoided as much as possible, or facilitated
through remote means.  If a large group must be together it will be outside.

X

Section H
Provision of food
53. Food prepared on premises is
compliant with Covid - 19 health and
hygiene guidance

School kitchens must comply with the Guidance for food businesses on
coronavirus (COVID-19)
See appendix 3

X Jasper/Ellie

54. Cooks are operating in a safe
environment

Catering staff to follow the relevant aspects of government guidance for food
premises:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/resta
urants-offering-takeaway-or-delivery
See Annex 3

X

Section I
Communications with parents and
others
55. Parents, contractors and other
staff entering or working in the
building – school complying with
external requirements for staff safety

Tell parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers they may not enter the
school if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus. Publish a site
telephone number in case of immediate access required. .

X Office Staff

The school gates are closed and all visitors must ring the bell on the street and
be met by one of the office staff.

X

The office staff will monitor all visitors and deliveries. They will disallow any
unnecessary entry into the school.

X

Where entry is necessary the office staff will take down all the visitor’s details,.
They will also provide the visitors with instructions about what restrictions they
must abide by.

X

56. Communications to parents and
staff

The school will endeavour to update parents about any changes to our
procedures the same day as those changes are decided.

X Office staff

Staff will discuss the procedure in each staff meeting X
We will endeavour to communicate with parents regularly assess their
anxieties and needs.

X

Parents are encouraged to communicate with the children’s tutors about any
concerns they may have

X

A simplified form of the risk assessment and a description of all the new
procedures has been sent to all parents and students. The full risk assessment
document will be publicly available on the website.

X
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57. Pupils and families anxious
about return

See above. X

58. Parent aggression
due to anxiety and stress.

We do not foresee this being a concern X

Section J
Oversight of the Governing Board
59. Lack of governor oversight
during the COVID-19 crisis leads to
the school failing to meet statutory
requirements

The governing board continues to meet regularly via online platforms, with
increased meeting frequency and between-meeting email communication
during this time. In the event of self-isolation of members of the governing
body, remote meetings mean that attendance is still possible.

The governing body agendas are structured to ensure all statutory
requirements are discussed in a timely manner and school leaders are held to
account for their implementation. The School report to governors includes
content and updates on how the school is continuing to meet its statutory
obligations in addition to covering the school’s response to COVID-19.

Regular dialogue with the Chair of Governors and those governors with
designated responsibilities is in place, including regular phone check-ins and
brief monthly report from school to governors.

Minutes of governing board meetings are reviewed to ensure that they
accurately record governors’ oversight and holding leaders to account for
areas of statutory responsibility.

Governors will be informed of any updates made to this document with
immediate effect by email, and will review any substantive changes.

X Chair of Governors

Section k
Ongoing evaluation and adjustment
60. lack of oversight and evaluation
of new procedures

Assessing the effectiveness of the new procedures is part of Year group
tutorials, school meeting and staff meetings.

Donald and Nathan have been designated as responsible to oversee and
adjust our procedures as and when needed.  This titular role does not exclude
other staff from responsibility for maintaining the safe running of the school –
all staff should bring forward any concerns they have as promptly as possible
to allow quick adjustment to our procedures.

Any updates to the risk assessment and changes in procedures should be
recorded in an updated version of this document.

Donald and Nathan
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61. Responding to national and local
picture of covid risk

We are attentive to local infection rates. If the levels of infection become high,
well will revisit further protective measures, like more use of face coverings
and PPE and other movement restrictions with in the school.
We will respond at the various levels in the new two tier Guideline.  At present
we are Medium level.
This level can be found here
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/

We are also using the new test and trace app which highlights the local covid
levels.  Note that they have removed Low risk as a category, so Medium risk is
as low it gets.

Donald

We have maintained the online provision we used during lockdown in order to
support students who are still shielding, so we are able to revert to remote
learning smoothly if needed
We receive regular updates for the DfE and comply/respond accordingly
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Section List Actions / Additional Control Measures Date action to
be carried out Person Responsible

●

●

Signed: Date

The outcome of this assessment should be shared with the relevant staff. This document will be updated when needed.
A copy of the completed assessment to be kept on file and copied to the Health & Safety Co-ordinator.
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Appendix 1
Break down of Covid  measures taken in each room of the school

Room Name Toilets Adult(s) responsible Jasper
Furniture changes

Ventilation measures Windows are open and door are open save when in use

Maximum number of students 2, 1, 1,and 1
Specific measures taken to manage this spaceBecause of the need to close doors and the sharing of toilets, the following extra

measures are needed.
1. Everyone must sanitise their hands before entering and touch the doors
2.if the seat is sat on or lifted, it should
be cleaned after use.
3. I full hand washing should be done after use.
4. Jasper is allocated to cleaning toilets at lunch time and at the end of the day.
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Room Name Maths room Adult(s) responsible Nathan
Furniture changes Small individual desks all facing forwards

Ventilation measures All three doors open. Floor fan by fire escape. Only the top sash of the window can open.
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

Maximum number of students 15
Specific measures taken to manage this
space

Students may not use my computer

Room Name Climbing Wall Adult(s) responsible Nathan
Furniture changes No change

Ventilation measures Door left open and fan on

Maximum number of students 10
Specific measures taken to manage this
space

1) The Climbing wall instructors are responsible for enforcing social distancing.
2) Each student must re-sanitise their hands between each climb!
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Room Name Kitchen Adult(s) responsible Jasper
Furniture changes Moved tables to walls, taken out extra seating. Spaced out chairs to allow social distancing

Ventilation measures All exterior doors and windows to be kept open during work hours to improve circulation

Maximum number of student No students are permitted to enter the main kitchen area
Specific measures taken to manage this
space

Clear screen at service hatch. all cooks to wear gloves and head coverings when serving. use
of commercial dishwasher to sanitise plates and cups. No students allowed in the kitchen
area. 

Room Name Art Department Adult(s) responsible

Georgia, Mark, Ellie

Furniture changes Remove sofa, take down partition, arrange individual desks on south side, and large table on
north possibly seating  2 facing forward.

Ventilation measures 2 windows open upstairs, front and side door open for air to travel through
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

Maximum number of students 12 upstairs 6 down

Specific measures taken to manage this
space

Mainly teaching in upper studio, students  to hand sanitise on entrance to building and not to
pass on the stairs. Students face to the staircase upstairs. Downstairs maintain distance no
seated opposite. Sanitise all surfaces and equipment after use. Teacher to maintain distance
and ensure wearing face visor for closer instruction.
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Room Name IT Room Adult(s) responsible

Andy

Furniture changes All workstations face the walls, but were too close together.  So the number of computers has
been reduced to 8

Ventilation measures Door open and sash window open at the top and bottom.
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

Maximum number of students 10

Specific measures taken to manage this
space

Because of the need to share keyboards, extra cleaning measures are need between each
class.
Keyboards must not have direct spray but instead be clean by spraying onto a paper towel and
then using that to clean the keyboards.

Room Name Martins Room Adult(s) responsible

Martin

Furniture changes Big desks and sofa removed all desks are small and face the same way

Ventilation measures Door open and sash window open at the top and bottom.
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

18



Maximum number of students 12

Specific measures taken to manage this
space

No extra methods are needed beyond the general ones

Room Name Language Room Adult(s) responsible

Bridget (Dorothe)

Furniture changes Big desks and all desks are small and face the same way
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

Ventilation measures Door open and sash window open at the top and bottom.

Maximum number of students 12

Specific measures taken to manage this
space

No extra methods are needed beyond the general ones

Room Name Lab Adult(s) responsible Huw and Jasper
Furniture changes All desks and tables facing front. Social distancing measures in place
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Ventilation measures Doors and windows open. while weather is good. The air purifier will be run throughout the day w
fresh outside air flow being maintained through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilat
between classes with the purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum
extent.

Maximum number of students 15
Specific measures taken to manage this
space

After each class all tables, desks and chairs are wiped down with disinfectant 
spray. All pupils face the 
same direction and staff 
wear clear visors. Standard laboratory practice also maintained.  

Room Name Humanities Adult(s) responsible Sean  and Julyan
Furniture changes All desks  replaced by cleanable beanbags in a cresent around the screen for zoom teach.

Ventilation measures Doors and windows open. while weather is good.

Maximum number of students 12
Specific measures taken to manage this
space

  I member of staff (normally Isla or Jasper) will turn on the zoom at the beginning of the day.
Bean bags need cleaning more thoroughly that chairs.
Staff to keep a regular eye to check that the bean bag arrangement is not altered.

Room Name Drama Room Adult(s) responsible

Heidi

Furniture changes Desks removed, carpet changed for lino, cupboard removed increase floor space.  Small
folding table taken and put away again between classes when needed.
This room is also being used to teach Y1 and Y2 English.
Chairs staked away and only brought out when needed.
Small wipable bean bags used in place of chairs most of the time
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Ventilation measures All three doors open. Extra ventilation can be provided through the window of the box office.
The air purifier will be run throughout the day with fresh outside air flow being maintained
through the window. The room will be thoroughly ventilated in between classes with the
purifier on full, and window(s) and door(s) openned to their maximum extent.

Maximum number of students 15

Specific measures taken to manage this
space

Tables, chairs and bean bags are clean before being put away.
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Appendix 2: Summary procedure on managing confirmed and suspected cases and close
contacts

When do children need to isolate?

1. If they have any of these 3 symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:

· a high temperature

· a new, continuous cough

· a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste.

If they have any of the above, they should self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible.

2. If they are asymptomatic but they’ve tested positive for COVID-19: staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result
should self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus
(COVID-19) infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19. Whilst awaiting
the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.

3. If they’ve been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace following contact with someone who tested positive

Isolation is for 10 days from the onset of symptoms or from the test date if there were no symptoms.

Parents should phone the school 01364 653666 immediately or email enquiry@sands-school.co.uk if out of
hours.

If a child starts to experience symptoms in school
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If they are seriously ill call 999 otherwise parents or emergency contact should be informed and asked to collect
the child as soon as possible.

While awaiting collection they should be left in a room on their own if possible and safe to do so. This will be one
of the two small rooms with access to the back staircase. A window should be opened for fresh air ventilation if
possible. Appropriate PPE should also be used if close contact is necessary. Any rooms they use should be
cleaned after they have left. They should not use public transport.

They should be provided with hand sanitizer and be offered a mask.

If someone has been in contact with a confirmed case?

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a
close contact of someone with COVID-19, as long as they are fully vaccinated or they are below the age of 18
years and 6 months.

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive
case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so.
Staff who are vaccinated, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months should continue to
attend school as normal.

If a pupil is asked to get a PCR test if they are identified as a close contact by NHS Test and Trace, they may
continue to attend education until they get the result of their PCR back.

Contact tracing

23



As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent
to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the
positive case and/or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a
small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close
contact. The school may be contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently
happens in managing other infectious diseases.

Staff and children identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal. They do not need
to wear a face covering within the school, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling
on public or dedicated transport.

Asymptomatic testing – a positive LFD test

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should go home, or be collected, and self-isolate (see procedure for
experiencing symptoms if the test is done in school). They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they
have COVID-19.

Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD
test and they can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms.

If we have five or more people in the school testing positive within 10 days we should seek public health advice via
the DfE helpline  is 0800 046 8687, option 1

Getting a PCR Test

These can be booked online or by calling 119. If no tests are available online, do not call the contact centre to get a test.
You will not be able to get a test through the contact centre.

To book the test you will be asked to provide:

24

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


·         The month of your second vaccination (if vaccinated)

·         The registration number of the vehicle you are arriving if you are booking a drive through

·         Your NHS number (optional)

When making the booking you will need to select these options.

The options are:

At a drive-through test site - The nearest test site by road is Exeter Honiton Road Park and Ride (drive in only)

15 Moor Ln, Exeter, EX2 7NL

At a walk-through test site. The nearest test site by road is Torbay Leisure Centre Car Park

Paignton, TQ4 5JT

Home PCR testing

·         you can get a test kit for yourself and up to 3 other people you live with

·         it is posted to your home and should arrive the day after you order it

·         it’s important that you return your test as soon as possible after doing it
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Appendix 3 Staff vulnerability survey (self risk assessment)

This is designed to allow staff to express their level of anxiety and evaluate their own risk about being in the school during
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  It is important to say that anyone who feels that the risks are too high for their
personal circumstances may elect to stay away from school and reasonable adjustments will be made to allow them to do
their job remotely.  They will still be expected to be performing their job to an adequate standard, which will be monitored
by staff, and may include feedback gathered from students.

The school website has the latest risk assessment (under "Information for parents > Coronavirus), but this is currently
being updated prior to the return of students to bring it in line with current guidance and good practice.

Please familiarise yourself with the risk assessment prior to your return, and also complete this survey for your own
safety, which we may discuss if needed.  Of course, your confidentiality will be respected, and details won't be shared
with anyone unless absolutely essential.

*Required

Email *

Name *

Please mention any health issues that might make you more vulnerable to COVID-19. If none, please type "none". *

Does anyone who you live with have any health issue that might make them more vulnerable to COVID-19? If none,
please type "none". *

Please share any comments you wish to make about the measures the school has in place to minimise the risk to you
from COVID-19? If none, please type "none". *
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Are you currently happy with the arrangements in place to be physically working at Sands? *

Yes

No

Other:

What changes to the guidance/risk assessment would increase or decrease your level of anxiety around COVID-19 and
working at Sands?

Any other comments?
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Appendix 4
Contingency Planning

The CVID Risk Assessment above sets out the measures that we have in place to manage the risk of transmission of COVID-19 day to day.

However, it makes sense to think about taking extra action if the number of positive cases substantially increases. This is because it could

indicate transmission is happening in the setting. The guidance thresholds for when we will need to seek public health advice is if / when:

5 students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

In our setting it is relatively unlikely that an individual student or member of staff testing positive will not have mixed closely with other members

of the school community. There may be cases where some individuals have had very little opportunity to transmit the virus in school but the

general expectation is that the ‘group’ at an elevated risk will be the whole school.

All settings should seek public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19

Hospitalisation could indicate increased severity of illness or a new variant of concern. Settings may be offered public health support in

managing risk assessments and communicating with staff and parents.

DfE helpline  is 0800 046 8687, option 1
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Contingency Measures
● Increased use of Testing
● Re-introduction of Face Coverings
● Re-introduction of Shielding
● Re-introduction of Social Distancing
● Limiting visits and visitors
● Return to Remote education

Testing
Can be increased by

● raising the level of communication to encourage better uptake of twice weekly testing

● increasing the testing frequency of test for staff and / or students

● re-introducing on-site testing

Face coverings
● limited re-introduction in communal areas and on school transport

● full re-introduction including in classrooms

The use of face coverings will always be subject to personal medical exemptions, including for anxiety, and consideration will always be given

to meeting the needs of students with impaired hearing.

Shielding
Shielding is currently paused. In the event of a major outbreak or VoC that poses a significant risk to individuals on the shielded patient list
(SPL), ministers can agree to reintroduce shielding. Shielding would be considered in addition to other measures to address the residual risk to

people on the SPL, once the wider interventions are taken into account. Shielding can only be reintroduced by national government.
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Social Distancing
Social distancing measures could be re-introduced where there are assessed to be particular points of risk:

● room capacities

● lay out desk in classrooms

● seating in other communal areas

These would be reviewed as part of a whole school increasing of precaution or in respect of individual spaces by their users.

School visits and visitors
School visits represent an increased transmission risk mainly through the use of shared transport but also through the activity. Contingency

measures:

● limit visits to audience events

● limits visits necessitating shared transport

Visitors potentially present a risk of transmission to the school community. Contingency measures:

● require visitors to wear face coverings

● limit visitors to essential only (prospective parents and students)

● avoid school events where visitors mix (Open Days, Parent Evenings, School Performances)

Remote Education
As a last resort face-to-face education could be suspended for some or all of the school. This would only be considered as short-term measure

when:

● advised by Public Health

● if staff absence reaches a level that compromises the safe running of the school

Contingency Plan Levels
Level 1 - local COVID rates significantly elevated: follow local area guidance and discuss additional measures

Level 2 - confirmed positive cases in school but below threshold for public health advice: adopt measures in amber

Level 3 - confirmed cases at or above the threshold for public health advice: follow advice
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